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Station!

All photos by Ellen Jenkins, KB1RCF

WIRE(D) KNOWLEDGE!

In recent years there has been a significant upgrade in the COVER used to insulate copper wire.   It withstands higher temperatures, and allows motors to use smaller diameter wire and produce the same power with less material.  

In our hobby, we are running into wire that cannot be scraped clean for a solid solder contact.  This covering can only be removed by burning!  A match will do, just be careful that you do not remove the insulation beyond the point needed for soldering.   
 

On a recent repair of a set of Bose earphones, I was unable to solder the copper ground wire.  Turned out that the "copper" wire was actually covered with insulation colored to look like bare copper, and the insulation had to be burned off! - AC1L

GOOD VIBRATIONS FROM A MILLIONTH OF A MILLIMETER?

(“Is that on my desk ruler?”)

From boat anchor to nanotube; frequency producers are getting smaller by the decade!

“What is a nanotube?” you ask.  It is a carbon -atom-based form bonded together into a cylindrical tube as small as a millionth of a millimeter in diameter.  These structures are “stronger than steel” according to an article in the May-June issue of Science Illustrated. Since they also conduct electricity, they can be used as semiconductors in electronics.

“When a nanotube is exposed to an electromagnetic radio wave in a specific wavelength, the tip will begin to vibrate up and down rapidly” (causing) the nanotube to act very similar to what we know as an antenna.  Changing the overall length of the nanotube, changes the vibration frequency, 

Look Honey!   I shrunk the radio!  

(For more on this emerging phenomenon, check out the referenced issue from which this information was extracted). – Editor

FREE!

A 10-15-20-40 band vertical antenna.  This is a Hy-Gain that I obtained free and will pass it along the same way. It is excess to my needs and I would like to pass it along to a local club member who can use it.  The commercial radial plate I currently am using with it is not included in the free price!  - Hyrum, KB1KRS
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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